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It's 1929, and Ticky Maltravers is the toast of London high society, adored by everyoneâ€”or so it

seems, until somebody poisons him over dinner. Now it turns out that numerous people with secrets

to hide had every reason to wish him dead. But which of them murdered him? For Freddy

Pilkington-Soames, newspaper reporter and man-about-town, the question hits a little too close to

home, thanks to an unfortunate drunken encounter with Ticky's corpse which he'd much rather the

police didn't find out aboutâ€”and thanks also to his exasperating mother Cynthia's seeming

determination to get herself arrested by tampering with the evidence. But a pretty girl with big blue

eyes is demanding his help in solving the mystery, so what can he do but agree? Now all he has to

do is hide the wrong clues, find the right ones, and unmask the murderer before the police discover

what's really been going on. That ought to be easy enough. If only people didn't keep getting killed...
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For anyone who read all ten of the Angela Marchmont series of murder mysteries set in the 1920s,

this spin-off series is an absolute must. Featuring the gloriously insouciant Freddy

Pilkington-Soames, this first book in the new series has all the authorâ€™s trademark elegant



phrasing and delightful humour, combined with twenties glamour and a gentle murder mystery to be

solved. I was a little concerned that Freddy, a comedic bit part in the Angela series, might be too

lightweight to carry an entire series on his own, but I neednâ€™t have worried. Freddy turns out to

have a very deft hand in managing affairs so that the murderer is brought to justice without his

society cronies missing the cocktail hour.Hereâ€™s the plot: the magnificently named Ticky

Maltravers is the toast of London high society, adored by everyoneâ€”or so it seems, until somebody

poisons him over dinner. Now it turns out that numerous people with secrets to hide had every

reason to wish him dead. But which of them murdered him? Itâ€™s not a spoiler (because itâ€™s in

the title) that a number of society figures are being blackmailed by Ticky, so the trick becomes one

of keeping all those secrets out of the hands of the police and the newspapers, while also ensuring

that the killer doesnâ€™t get away with murder.In a book like this, the plot isnâ€™t really the point. I

guessed the murdererâ€™s identity very early on, so I was able to feel pleasantly smug when I was

proved right, but that just means the author dropped enough clues and didnâ€™t cheat by pulling

out a long-lost identical twin at the end. The real joy in these books is the authentic writing style,

which cleverly evokes the era. The slightly Bertie-Wooster-esque humour had me laughing out loud

on almost every page.
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